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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS. 

CONTRIBUTORS to the Journal of the American 
Oriental Society will greatly lighten the task of the 
editors, as well as lessen the cost of composition and cor- 
rection, by observing the following suggestions : — 

1. In preparing copy, please use ruled paper not over eight 
inches by ten in size, and open-ruled ; and leave a margin of 
at least three inches on one side. The revision of a crowded 
manuscript is excessively troublesome and laborious. When 
the last sheet of the article has been finished, the last foot- 
note or other interpolation added, and the last subtraction 
made, please number the folios consecutively with the natural 
numbers from 1 to the end. 

2. Write plainly, especially proper names and foreign 
words. If foreign characters are to be employed, let the 
ductus resemble as closely as possible the type in our fonts ; 
if Roman or Italic characters with diacritical points are used, 
see that the points are distinct and rightly placed. Words 
to be printed in Italics should be once underscored. Words 
to be printed in Clarendon type may be once underscored witli 
a wavy line. Type-writer copy always needs to be carefully 
revised, with especial attention to mechanical faults and to 
the punctuation. 

3. Indicate paragraphs clearly by a wide indention at the 
beginning ; or, if the break is an afterthought, by the usual 



sign (^[). Begin all larger divisions of an article on a fresh 
sheet of paper. It is hardly necessary to say that the proper 
construction of paragraphs is far more than a matter of 
external appearance. 

4. Punctuate the copy precisely as you wish it to appear 
in print. The general system of punctuation adopted in the 
Journal is that set forth in Bigelow's " Punctuation and other 
Typographical Matters " (Boston, Lee and Shepard), a con- 
venient manual of subjects connected with the preparation 
of manuscript for the printer and the correction of proof, 
which will be found helpful in many ways. Double marks 
of quotation (" ") should be used for actual quotations ; sin- 
gle marks (' '), for included quotations, definitions, and the 
like. 

5. In citing the titles of books, give the title in full where 
it first occurs. In subsequent citations, the work may be 
referred to by the significant words of the title ; but abbre- 
viations which may [not be at once understood are to be 
avoided ; and, above all, entire uniformity should be observed 
throughout the article. Where some conventional system 
of citation is in general use, as in the case of the Vedas and 
the Brahmanic literature, or of the Cuneiform Inscriptions of 
Western Asia, the established custom of scholars should be 
followed. Titles of books will be printed in Italics ; titles of 
articles in periodicals, in quotation marks, with the name 
of the periodical in Italics. But the well-established method 
of abbreviating the titles of the Journals of the five principal 
Oriental Societies (JA., JAOS., JASB., JRAS., ZDMG.) 
should be adhered to. 

6. It is desirable, for reasons of economy as well as good 
typography, that footnotes be kept within moderate limits. 
References to footnotes should be made by brief series of 
natural numbers (say from 1 to 10), not by stars, daggers, 
etc. As to the method of inserting footnotes in the copy, 
good usage differs. A way convenient for author and editor 
and printer is to insert the note* with a wider left-hand mar- 
gin than that used for the text, beginning the note on the 
line next after the line of text to which it refers, the text 
itself being resumed on the line next after the ending of the 



note. But if the note is an afterthought, or if it is long, it is 
well to interpolate it on a fresh sheet, perhaps of differently 
colored paper. 

7. In matters for which general rules cannot easily be 
given, contributors are requested to conform as far as pos- 
sible to the usage of the Journal, which may be learned from 
previous volumes. 

8. Proofs will be sent to the authors on duplicate slips, 
with typographical corrections, suggestions, and queries by 
the editors. Contributors are requested to pay particular 
attention to the latter, and in every case to indicate either 
their rejection of a proposed change by drawing a pen 
through it, or else their acceptance of the same by drawing 
the pen through the query -mark ((?«/), and in no case to 
make any erasures whatever. The first proofs should be 
read as closely as possible in order that the gleaning of cor- 
rections on the revise may be small. Those who may not 
have had experience in correcting proofs will find clear 
directions in Bigelow. 

9. Contributors are respectfully reminded that additions 
and alterations in type, especially in such matter as we print 
in the Journal, are in many cases technically difficult and 
proportionately costly, the bill for corrections sometimes 
amounting to as much as the first cost of composition ; and 
that such alterations entail a most trying kind of labor, not 
only on editors and compositors, but on the authors them- 
selves as well ; and they are accordingly requested to help 
the editors to make the most economical use of the Society's 
funds by such careful preparation of their manuscript as 
shall render expensive alterations unnecessary. 
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